
Rep. Dave Crooks Kills Time Zone Referendum 
 

 An online article, from Thursday, February 8, 2007, covers Representative Dave 
Crooks killing his non-binding time zone referendum in the Indiana legislative session. 
This article is titled “Lawmaker won’t push time zone referendum,” and it is written by 
The Associated Press in the Lafayette Journal and Courier. Rep. Crooks represents people 
in 4 of the 5 repetitioning counties, and he gave as a reason for his action with the bill: 
“(it) was purely local for me.” 
 
 Representative Crooks sent out a pamphlet to his constituents, in the beginning of 
this year’s Indiana legislative session, asking questions of the public, and the first one 
was – “If Indiana could be placed in only one time zone, would you prefer Eastern or 
Central Time?” The Lafayette Journal and Courier’s article continued: “Crooks said he 
has received about 2,000 survey responses from district constituents…67 percent of 
respondents to his questionnaire supported Eastern Time.” Crooks also stated later into 
the article: “I think the nail in the coffin for Central support occurred this winter…and 
people discovered that it gets dark at 4:30 in the height of winter…That has really turned 
people away from Central.” 
 
 I wanted to note this article, and the comments within it, for the DOT. 
Southwestern Indiana is going through its first Central Time winter, and a change is 
difficult, especially the first time through. Now Rep. Crooks is asking for our block of 
five counties to be switched back to Eastern because approximately 1,340 people told 
him that they did not like it because the sun went down too early. This number hardly 
represents a majority of residents for our five counties, and this is not a reason that is 
valid with the DOT’s criteria for a time zone change. 
 
 Also, on Rep. Crooks’ survey, his question again simply states – “If Indiana could 
be placed in only one time zone, would you prefer Eastern or Central Time?” And his 
responses are: “Eastern”, “Central” and “No Opinion.” Yet this question was sent to 
residents of four counties whose time zone was just switched, in the shortest time of the 
year. Now, this question is not scientific, it asks residents of four counties to decide a 
time for the state. At the shortest time of the year, it is expected that people would pick 
Eastern to try to extend their evening – yet this is not a topic the DOT is interested in, 
there is no valid economic argument behind this support – people just want their sun to 
set an hour later. Also, with the precise numbers involving Rep. Crooks’ survey, 
approximately 1,340 people voted for Eastern Time, and (going with the numbers given 
in the story) approximately 660 people voted for Central Time in Indiana. So, 
Representative Crooks is going to allow the opinion of approximately 680 people to 
determine the time zones for all of the residents of our group of five counties? This is 
hardly scientific reasoning. Also, nowhere in Rep. Crooks’ survey did he state that he 
would use this information to present to the DOT, or any other legislative body, to make 
a broader opinion on the region’s time zone. Maybe the people in these counties who did 
not vote are happy with their present time zone, and felt no need to offer a vote. 
 



 Also, my household supports Central Time – I, frankly, do not care whether the 
whole state observes Central or not. My county was granted a switch to Central, my wife 
and I support Central, and we felt no need to put in a response to Rep. Crooks’ survey - 
This should be taken into account when looking at this issue as well. I want to make it 
clear that I support Dave Crooks as a representative – I voted for him, and I support him. 
However, I do believe that he is completely wrong on this issue. 
 
Here is a link to The Lafayette Journal and Courier article: 
 
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070208/NEWS09/70208033 
 
Respectfully,  
Rocky Lee Byrd 


